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AT A GLANCE
	Item
	Details

	Initiative Title
	MMF Dual Enrollment Scholarship Initiative: Dual Enrollment Healthcare Scholarships for Grenada County, Mississippi

	Lead Applicant
	Marie Maxey Foundation (EIN: 83-1473076)

	Partner Institution
	Holmes Community College — Grenada Campus

	Grant Program
	RHTP/WEI — Secondary Education Medical Career Outreach Initiative

	Grant Amount Requested
	$2,400 (RHTP/WEI)

	Foundation Match
	$1,200 (Marie Maxey Foundation — one-third match)

	Total Program Budget
	$3,600 (6 dual enrollment scholarships × $600 each)

	Scholarship Structure
	Each award funds one 3-credit-hour health-related dual enrollment course for the Spring 2027 semester at Holmes Community College ($600 per course: $480 tuition at $160/credit hour, plus required fees and course materials)

	Target Population
	6 Grenada County high school juniors and seniors pursuing dual enrollment in healthcare courses at Holmes Community College

	Engagement with 
Local Community Entities
	Grenada High School (counselors), Kirk Academy (counselors), Holmes CC Dual Enrollment/Dual Credit Office, City of Grenada

	Performance Period
	Date of Award through July 31, 2027 (scholarship semester: Spring 2027)

	Contact
	Michael Maxey, Executive Director | Marie Maxey Foundation | www.maxeys.org | michael@maxeys.org




1.  Background and Need
Grenada County faces a persistent and well-documented healthcare workforce shortage that disproportionately affects low-income and rural residents. With approximately 21,300 residents (2020 U.S. Census), Grenada County qualifies as rural under Mississippi’s classification standard of fewer than 50,000 residents. Shortages of nurses, dental hygienists, radiology technologists, and allied health professionals place significant strain on local healthcare delivery, reducing access to quality care for thousands of residents.
The most effective long-term solution is building a local pipeline: recruiting Grenada-area students into healthcare education early, reducing barriers to entry, and accelerating the path from high school to credentialed practice. Dual enrollment — the opportunity for high school students to simultaneously take college-level courses and earn credits toward an associate degree while still enrolled in high school — is a powerful and underutilized tool for exactly this purpose.
When financial support accompanies dual enrollment, the results can be transformative. A Marie Maxey Foundation scholarship recipient this year, a 2026 graduate of Grenada High School, is a compelling example. By pursuing healthcare coursework at Holmes Community College while still in high school, she completed an associate degree concurrently with her high school diploma. She is now enrolled as a junior in biological sciences at the University of Mississippi — effectively two years ahead of her peers on the path to a healthcare career. She did not take a gap year; she is already on track to become a healthcare professional serving Mississippi communities sooner than would otherwise have been possible. The Foundation recognized her achievement with a $1,000 scholarship award in May 2026.
The Marie Maxey Foundation has been providing scholarships in Grenada, Mississippi since 2022, with more than $15,000 awarded to 20 graduating seniors from Grenada High School and Kirk Academy. A large percentage of these young people are pursuing healthcare careers. Over the last two years alone, the Foundation has provided financial support for students entering health science, nursing, biomedical engineering, radiology, dental hygiene, kinesiology, and sports medicine at colleges and universities across the region. That pattern is not an accident of selection — it is what Grenada's most promising students are choosing, and it tells us exactly where the demand for support already exists.
Holmes Community College already offers the associate degree and career-technical health programs Grenada County needs most — Associate Degree Nursing, Practical Nursing, Dental Hygiene, Surgical Technology, Physical Therapist Assistant, Occupational Therapy Assistant, Health Care Assistant, Medical Office Technology, Billing and Coding Technology, and EMT/Paramedic — and these are precisely the fields our scholarship recipients have been choosing. Specific course and program availability at the Grenada Campus will be confirmed with the College’s Dual Enrollment/Dual Credit Office during enrollment advising. The MMF Dual Enrollment Scholarship Initiative is a natural extension of the program our Foundation has run since 2022: we already know how to identify these students, we already work with the counselors who advise them, and we already disburse funds directly to college student accounts. What this grant changes is timing. Instead of investing at high school graduation, the Foundation will invest while students are still juniors and seniors — the point at which a young person decides whether a healthcare career is realistic. 
We believe the best way to increase awareness of and interest in healthcare careers is to start with high school juniors and seniors, and the most effective form that support can take is paying for the community college healthcare coursework they could not otherwise afford. A dual enrollment scholarship provided by the Marie Maxey Foundation to Holmes CC, supported by RHTP/WEI funds, gives current juniors and seniors both the financial means and the academic pathway to begin their healthcare education immediately.
2.  Proposed Program: The MMF Dual Enrollment Scholarship Initiative
The MMF Dual Enrollment Scholarship Initiative will provide $3,600 — $2,400 from RHTP/WEI matched by $1,200 from the Marie Maxey Foundation, a one-third match — to fund 6 dual enrollment scholarships of $600 each for Grenada County high school juniors and seniors entering a healthcare dual enrollment program with Holmes Community College. Each $600 scholarship covers the tuition, required fees, and required course materials for one 3-credit-hour health-related dual enrollment course for one semester at Holmes Community College. At the College’s published part-time rate of $160 per credit hour, a 3-credit-hour course carries $480 in tuition, with the balance of the award covering required fees and course materials. Awards will be paid directly to the recipient's Holmes Community College student account. The initiative will be carried out in coordination with the guidance counselors at Grenada High School and Kirk Academy with the intent of creating a strong healthcare development pathway, and is structured around four sequential steps supported by those counselors and by the Holmes Community College Dual Enrollment/Dual Credit Office.
No administrative costs, indirect costs, or other fees will be charged against this grant. One hundred percent of the funding will go to student scholarships, putting six deserving young people on the road to a healthcare career. Each $600 award is sized to cover the tuition and required fees for a 3-credit-hour dual enrollment healthcare course at Holmes Community College for one semester, removing the financial barrier that most often keeps rural students from beginning healthcare education early.
Step 1 — Student Identification: Working with High School Counselors
The program begins with the guidance counselors at Grenada High School and Kirk Academy. Both high schools serve the Grenada County student population — Grenada High School as the public high school and Kirk Academy as the independent school — making them the natural gateway for identifying students across the full demographic spectrum of the county. The Foundation has maintained active working relationships with counselors at both schools through its annual scholarship selection process since 2022.
Counselors will inform students interested in healthcare careers:
•	Counselors review current enrollment in Career and Technical Education (CTE) health science tracks and healthcare-related electives at their respective schools.
•	Counselors conduct individual meetings with juniors and seniors who have expressed interest in healthcare careers through prior conversations, class selections, or career interest inventories.
•	Counselors advise interested students to go the Marie Maxey Foundation website and apply for the dual enrollment program.
· Students who want to be considered for a dual enrollment scholarship will submit (1) a written statement of interest (300–500 words) describing their healthcare career goal and their commitment to serving the Grenada community, (2) a letter of recommendation from a teacher, coach, or community leader, and (3) a statement that they meet the requirements for entering a dual enrollment program at Holmes Community College.
•	Counselors will be advised by the Marie Maxey Foundation of the selected recipients by December 5, 2026, so that registration can be completed within Holmes CC’s Spring 2027 dual enrollment deadlines.
The Foundation will provide both schools with a one-page program overview, a student interest form, and a submission checklist. The Executive Director of the Marie Maxey Foundation will advise counselors at both schools at the start of each academic year of the dual enrollment opportunity and eligibility requirements. 
Step 2 — Pathway Information: Dual Enrollment at Holmes Community College
Once candidates are identified, the guidance counselors — working in coordination with the Marie Maxey Foundation — will be encouraged to provide structured information about Mississippi's dual enrollment framework and how it applies to healthcare coursework at Holmes Community College.
The Marie Maxey Foundation will provide information to interested students and families that includes:
•	An overview of Mississippi's dual enrollment policy: students remain enrolled at their high school while simultaneously taking college-level courses at HCC, earning credits that count toward both high school graduation and an HCC associate degree in a healthcare field.
•	The list of health-related courses on Holmes CC’s dual credit approved course list that are available to Grenada-area students, confirmed each term with the College’s Dual Enrollment/Dual Credit Office.
•	An explanation of how dual enrollment credits reduce the total time and cost to a healthcare credential — students who begin at Holmes CC while still in high school can shorten the time to an associate degree in a health field after high school graduation, as demonstrated by this year’s Foundation scholarship recipient.
•	Specific information about the MMF Dual Enrollment Scholarship Initiative — $600 per student, paid to the student's Holmes CC account — which covers the tuition, fees, and required course materials for one 3-credit-hour dual enrollment healthcare course for one semester.
•	Contact information for the Holmes CC Dual Enrollment/Dual Credit Office for additional information on the program.
Counselors will be requested to distribute this information through individual advisement sessions, school newsletter announcements, and parent information nights. The Marie Maxey Foundation will also publish program materials at www.maxeys.org.
Step 3 — Enrollment and Support: Coordinating with Holmes Community College
Upon selection of scholarship recipients, the Marie Maxey Foundation will contact the Holmes CC Dual Enrollment/Dual Credit Office and advise them that funding will be provided once the students are enrolled.
Under the coordination agreement and letter of support the Foundation is securing with Holmes Community College, the College’s Dual Enrollment/Dual Credit Office will:
•	Contact each selected student and family within two weeks of the scholarship announcement to schedule an enrollment advising session.
•	Review each student’s high school transcript, current course schedule, and healthcare career goals to identify the most appropriate 3-credit-hour course from the College’s dual credit approved course list for the Spring 2027 semester.
•	Develop an individualized Education Pathway Plan (EPP) for each student that maps: (a) the dual enrollment course to be taken during the Spring 2027 grant semester; (b) the associate degree program the student plans to pursue upon high school graduation; (c) a financial aid plan including the MMF/RHTP scholarship, FAFSA, and other available aid; and (d) a semester-by-semester milestone schedule through degree completion.
•	Coordinate dual enrollment registration with the student's high school to ensure no scheduling conflicts and to satisfy any required high school approvals.
•	Assign each recipient to an HCC faculty mentor in their area of healthcare interest.
•	Conduct a mid-semester check-in with each student to review academic progress, attendance, and continued interest in the selected healthcare pathway.
•	Provide the Marie Maxey Foundation with a semester-end enrollment and academic progress report for each scholarship recipient.
Foundation responsibilities in Step 3:
•	Disburse each student's scholarship ($600) directly to the student's Holmes Community College account upon confirmation of dual enrollment registration, applied to the tuition, fees, and required course materials for the 3-credit-hour course.
•	Submit documentation of enrollment and disbursement to AccelerateMS in support of RHTP/WEI reimbursement requests.
•	Connect dual enrollment recipients with prior Foundation scholarship recipients for peer mentorship and with Foundation community health programming for early exposure to public health work.
Step 4 — Priority Candidacy for Annual College Scholarships
Students supported through the MMF Dual Enrollment Scholarship Initiative will be designated as priority candidates for the Marie Maxey Foundation's annual college scholarship awards. This long-term investment strategy is critical: it ensures that students who begin their healthcare education early through dual enrollment are not left without support as they transition to full-time post-secondary enrollment. The foundation will work with the high school counselors to jointly track each student's progress at Holmes Community College throughout their dual enrollment participation. This continuity of support — from high school through associate degree completion — increases the likelihood that students will complete their credentials and remain in the Grenada/rural Mississippi community to practice.

Annual scholarship awards:
•	Six scholarships of $600 each — one 3-credit-hour dual enrollment course per recipient — will be awarded for the Spring 2027 semester, funded by a $2,400 RHTP/WEI grant and a $1,200 Marie Maxey Foundation match.
•	Selected recipients will be notified by December 12, 2026 so that Spring 2027 registration and disbursement can be completed within the performance period, and will be recognized at the annual Marie Maxey Foundation Scholarship Ceremony at Grenada City Hall in May 2027, attended by the Mayor, City Manager, school officials, and family members.
•	Each recipient's name, high school, selected HCC healthcare program, and career goal will be reported to AccelerateMS as part of the required grant reporting package.
•	All scholarship funds are disbursed directly to Holmes Community College and applied to tuition, fees, and required course materials.
3. Proof of Concept
The MMF Dual Enrollment Scholarship Initiative is not theoretical. A Marie Maxey Foundation scholarship recipient this year — a 2026 graduate of Grenada High School — has already demonstrated what this model can accomplish.
This recipient pursued healthcare-related coursework at Holmes Community College while still enrolled at Grenada High School, completing an associate degree concurrently with her high school diploma. Upon graduation, she enrolled directly as a junior at the University of Mississippi in biological sciences — two years ahead of the typical college timeline. She is now on an accelerated trajectory to become a healthcare professional. Her story is not an anomaly; it is a roadmap.
The MMF Dual Enrollment Scholarship Initiative seeks to identify and support six students who have the academic potential and healthcare career interest to follow this path — but who may lack the financial resources to do so. By pairing a $600 dual enrollment scholarship with structured counselor guidance, Holmes CC enrollment support, and priority access to future Foundation scholarships, this program removes the barriers that would otherwise prevent Grenada's most promising pre-healthcare students from starting their careers early. A single 3-credit-hour course is often all it takes to convert interest into momentum: it establishes a college transcript, a faculty relationship, and the confidence that a healthcare credential is attainable.
Every year of healthcare education completed during high school is a year of service to rural Mississippi communities gained. A student who begins a nursing associate degree as a junior in high school can be working as a registered nurse by age 20 — in Grenada County, where nurses are urgently needed, that is critical.
4. Student Eligibility and Selection Criteria
To be eligible for an MMF Dual Enrollment Scholarship Initiative award, a student must:
•	Be enrolled as a current junior or senior at Grenada High School or Kirk Academy in Grenada County, Mississippi.
•	Be a resident of Grenada County, Mississippi.
•	Demonstrate a clear interest in pursuing a healthcare career in a field offered by Holmes Community College — nursing (Associate Degree or Practical Nursing), dental hygiene, surgical technology, physical therapist assistant, occupational therapy assistant, health care assistant, medical office technology, billing and coding technology, or emergency medical services (EMT/Paramedic).
•	Submit a written statement of interest (300–500 words) describing the healthcare career goal and commitment to serving the Grenada/rural Mississippi community.
•	Provide a letter of recommendation from a guidance counselor, teacher, or community leader.
•	Meet Holmes Community College’s published dual enrollment admission requirements: for academic dual enrollment courses, junior or senior standing (or an ACT composite of 30) and a minimum 3.0 cumulative GPA on a 4.0 scale; for career-technical dual credit courses, sophomore standing or higher and a minimum 2.0 cumulative GPA. All applicants must submit an unconditional recommendation from a high school principal, counselor, administrator, or CTE instructor, and an official high school transcript at least 10 days before enrollment.
•	Commit to enrolling in one 3-credit-hour Holmes CC health-related dual enrollment course during the Spring 2027 award semester.
•	Commit to developing an individualized Education Pathway Plan with the Holmes CC Dual Enrollment/Dual Credit Office advisor.
Selection criteria and weights:
	Selection Criterion
	Weight

	Strength and specificity of the healthcare career statement of interest
	20%

	Quality of counselor or teacher recommendation
	20%

	Academic readiness for dual enrollment (GPA; relevant course history)
	30%

	Commitment to rural Mississippi community service
	30%


5. Existing Relationships
Marie Maxey Foundation (Lead Applicant)
The Foundation serves as lead applicant, scholarship funder, and program manager. It has awarded scholarships to Grenada graduating seniors every year since 2022, with more than $15,000 invested in 20 Grenada students to date. The Foundation maintains active working relationships with guidance counselors at both Grenada High School and Kirk Academy through its annual scholarship selection process. The Foundation is an IRS-certified 501(c)(3) nonprofit in good standing (EIN: 83-1473076), with financial records available upon request.
Holmes Community College, Grenada Campus
Holmes CC is the region’s primary post-secondary institution for healthcare education, offering Associate Degree Nursing, Practical Nursing, Dental Hygiene, Surgical Technology, Physical Therapist Assistant, Occupational Therapy Assistant, Health Care Assistant, Medical Office Technology, Billing and Coding Technology, and EMT/Paramedic programs. The College’s Dual Enrollment/Dual Credit Office, working with its Career-Technical Education division, coordinates dual enrollment advising and registration. Holmes CC's dual enrollment framework is already established and operational and the program infrastructure exists; this scholarship removes the financial barrier for students to access it.
Grenada High School — Guidance Counselors
Grenada High School is the county's public high school and an important source of scholarship candidates for the Marie Maxey Foundation. Its guidance counselors have identified and supported students for MMF scholarship applications since the program's inception in 2022. Counselors will serve as the first point of contact for identifying dual enrollment scholarship candidates, distributing program information, collecting applications, and monitoring progress.
Kirk Academy — Guidance Counselors
Kirk Academy, Grenada County's independent school, has also been a consistent partner in the MMF scholarship program. Kirk Academy's guidance counselors will play a parallel role to their Grenada High School counterparts in identifying dual enrollment scholarship candidates from the independent school community.
City of Grenada / Mayor's Office
The City of Grenada and Mayor's Office have hosted and supported the annual MMF scholarship ceremony at Grenada City Hall. Mayor Charles H. Latham and City Manager Dr. Trina George participated in the 2026 scholarship ceremony, covered by the Grenada Star newspaper (copy attached) underscoring the community's commitment to healthcare workforce development and providing the program with public visibility and accountability.
6.  Budget
Total Program Budget: $3,600 — one semester (Spring 2027) of dual enrollment coursework for 6 students
The Foundation commits $1,200 from its existing scholarship funds as a one-third match against the RHTP/WEI grant request of $2,400. The proposal funds one semester (Spring 2027) of dual enrollment health coursework: six scholarships of $600 each, with each award covering the tuition, required fees, and required course materials for a single 3-credit-hour health course at Holmes Community College. The per-student amount is built from the College’s published part-time tuition rate of $160 per credit hour ($480 for a 3-credit-hour course), plus required fees and course materials, and is therefore reasonable, necessary, and allocable under 2 CFR Part 200. All funds are awarded directly as tuition assistance to eligible dual enrollment students through Holmes Community College. No portion of the grant will be applied to administrative, indirect, or other fees. The Foundation will confirm before disbursement that the awarded tuition is not already covered by the school district or another program, so that grant funds supplement rather than supplant existing support.
	Budget Line Item
	MMF Contribution
	RHTP/WEI Request
	Total

	Dual Enrollment Scholarships (6 students × $600 each — one 3-credit-hour course per student, Spring 2027)
	$1,200
	$2,400
	$3,600

	Program administration, counselor coordination, EPP materials (in-kind; Foundation staff and volunteer time)
	In-kind
	—
	In-kind

	TOTAL
	$1,200
	$2,400
	$3,600


All scholarship funds are disbursed directly to Holmes Community College and applied to tuition, fees, and required course materials. No funds are used for construction, renovations, land acquisition, entertainment, or costs incurred before award execution. All expenditures are directly related to approved student dual enrollment activities and will be documented by enrollment verification, tuition invoices, and disbursement records in compliance with 2 CFR Part 200.
Per-Student Investment Detail:
	Scholarship Component
	Per Student
	6 Students Total

	RHTP/WEI Grant Portion
	$400
	$2,400

	Marie Maxey Foundation Portion
	$200
	$1,200

	Total Scholarship Value Per Student
	$600
	$3,600

	Coursework Funded
	One 3-credit-hour health dual enrollment course, Spring 2027
	6 courses

	Disbursement Destination
	Holmes Community College — tuition, fees, course materials
	


7. Alignment with RHTP/WEI Program Objectives and NOFO Requirements
7.1 Secondary Education Medical Career Outreach Initiative (Section IV.B, NOFO)
The MMF Dual Enrollment Scholarship Initiative directly targets the stated goal of the Secondary Education Medical Career Outreach Initiative: to increase awareness and interest in healthcare careers among secondary education students and to create long-term workforce pipelines. The program incorporates the following eligible activities expressly identified in the NOFO:
•	Dual enrollment healthcare programs — the core delivery mechanism of the scholarship
•	Student tuition assistance — scholarships cover tuition, fees, and required materials for a 3-credit-hour course at HCC
•	Healthcare pathway development programs — individualized Education Pathway Plans for each recipient
•	Career coaching — Holmes CC dual enrollment advising and assigned faculty mentorship
•	Career exploration modules — structured pathway advising and faculty mentorship in each student’s field of healthcare interest
The program also incorporates the NOFO-encouraged collaborations with K-12 school districts (Grenada High School and Kirk Academy), community colleges (Holmes Community College), and community-based nonprofit organizations (the Marie Maxey Foundation). Consistent with Section VII of the NOFO, this project complements but does not duplicate other programs in the State’s Plan: it funds dual enrollment tuition for secondary students, a cost not covered by the Earn While You Learn, Preceptor Expansion, or Workforce Retention initiatives, and the Foundation is applying under this initiative category only.
7.2 Contribution to Rural Healthcare Workforce Pipeline
Grenada County qualifies as rural under Mississippi's classification standards (fewer than 50,000 residents) and has documented shortages of primary care and specialty healthcare providers. Every student recruited through this program is a Grenada County resident with documented interest in healthcare. The program is specifically designed to accelerate the timeline from high school to healthcare credential for local students, increasing the likelihood that they will complete their education and remain in the Grenada/rural Mississippi community to practice — directly addressing the NOFO's core goal of strengthening Mississippi's rural healthcare workforce pipeline.
7.3 Eligibility of the Marie Maxey Foundation
The Marie Maxey Foundation is an IRS-certified 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization (EIN: 83-1473076) and is registered in the Federal Government’s System for Award Management (SAM), UEI N1BUCW82X8N1. The Foundation qualifies under Section VI of the NOFO as a nonprofit community-based organization working to address healthcare workforce shortages in rural Mississippi. The Foundation’s program of record is a Mississippi program. Every activity described in this application is performed in Grenada County, Mississippi; every beneficiary is a Grenada County resident; every dollar is disbursed to a Mississippi public institution, Holmes Community College; and every partner — Grenada High School, Kirk Academy, Holmes Community College, and the City of Grenada — is a Mississippi entity. The Foundation has operated continuously in Grenada County since 2022, with more than $15,000 awarded to 20 Grenada students, and has no program activity outside Mississippi related to this initiative. Consistent with CMS guidance and Section VI of the NOFO, organizations are not required to be physically located in a rural area, and eligibility rests on demonstrating meaningful benefit to rural Mississippi communities and residents — a standard this program meets exclusively and by design. The Foundation’s administrative office is in Fairfax, Virginia; it will complete any Mississippi Secretary of State charitable organization registration or other state registration required of it prior to execution of a subaward agreement, and will accept an award condition to that effect. Should AccelerateMS require a Mississippi-domiciled prime applicant, the Foundation is prepared to submit the same scope of work with Holmes Community College or the Grenada School District as lead applicant and the Foundation as matching funder and program partner.
8. Performance Measures, Milestones, and Reporting
Year 1 Deliverables (Award Date through July 31, 2027):
•	6 dual enrollment scholarships of $600 each awarded to Grenada County high school juniors and seniors
•	6 students enrolled in one 3-credit-hour health-related dual enrollment course at Holmes CC for the Spring 2027 semester
•	6 individualized Education Pathway Plans completed and filed with Holmes CC Dual Enrollment/Dual Credit Office
•	6 scholarship certificates presented at the public annual ceremony at Grenada City Hall (May 2027)
•	Scholarship recipient list published on Foundation website and distributed to local media
•	Monthly progress reports submitted to AccelerateMS
•	Semester-end academic progress report submitted for each scholarship recipient
•	Final program report submitted to AccelerateMS prior to July 31, 2027
Key Performance Indicators:

	Key Performance Indicator
	Year 1 Target

	Dual enrollment scholarships awarded
	6

	Recipients enrolled in a 3-credit-hour HCC dual enrollment healthcare course
	6 (100%)

	Individualized Education Pathway Plans completed
	6 (100%)

	Recipients completing the HCC course with a passing grade
	5 or more (≥80%)

	Recipients indicating intent to continue in a healthcare degree program
	5 or more (≥80%)

	Recipients participating in at least one community health activity
	4 or more (≥70%)

	Total scholarship funds disbursed to Holmes Community College
	$3,600

	Monthly reports submitted to AccelerateMS on time
	100%


9.  Sustainability Plan
The MMF Dual Enrollment Scholarship Initiative is designed to operate independently of RHTP/WEI funding if future grant support is unavailable. The Marie Maxey Foundation has funded Grenada scholarships every year since 2022 without state or federal support and will continue to do so. What the RHTP/WEI grant changes is scale: a $2,400 award matched by $1,200 from the Foundation funds six dual enrollment scholarships in Year 1 rather than the two the Foundation could support on its own.
If RHTP/WEI funding is not renewed after Year 1, the Foundation will continue its annual scholarship program and apply its existing resources to dual enrollment support, sustaining the pipeline model at a reduced number of awards. The established infrastructure built during Year 1 — the counselor pipeline at both schools, the Holmes CC Dual Enrollment/Dual Credit Office partnership, the individualized Education Pathway Plan framework, the public scholarship ceremony, and the priority candidacy tracking system — will remain in place at no additional cost to the Foundation.
The Foundation also anticipates that a successful Spring 2027 semester — with a proven dual enrollment model, public scholarship ceremony, local media coverage, and measurable student outcomes — will attract additional community donors and in-kind sponsors, creating the potential to extend awards beyond a single semester or to increase the number of recipients in future years. 
10.  Foundation Qualifications
•	Four years (2022–2026) of active scholarship programming in Grenada, Mississippi, with more than $15,000 awarded to 20 Grenada students pursuing post-secondary education.
•	Established working relationships with guidance counselors at Grenada High School and Kirk Academy through the annual scholarship selection process.
•	Active coordination with Holmes Community College through ongoing scholarship awards.
•	IRS-certified 501(c)(3) nonprofit status in good standing (EIN: 83-1473076); financial records available upon request.
•	Board leadership with expertise in education, healthcare, law, finance, and community development.
•	2026 scholarship ceremony at Grenada City Hall attended by Mayor Charles H. Latham, City Manager Dr. Trina George, school officials, and family members — covered by the Grenada Star newspaper.
•	Over the last two years, the Foundation has funded Grenada students pursuing health science, nursing, biomedical engineering, radiology, dental hygiene, kinesiology, and sports medicine at colleges and universities across the region — demonstrating the depth of the healthcare career pipeline among Grenada’s high school students.
•	Proven model: a Marie Maxey Foundation scholarship recipient this year, from Grenada High School, completed an associate degree while still in high school and is now enrolled as a junior at the University of Mississippi — a living demonstration of the accelerated healthcare career pathway this program will replicate.
11.  Prequalification Certifications (Section XI, NOFO)
The Marie Maxey Foundation certifies the following:
1. Eligible Mississippi Entity: Yes. The Marie Maxey Foundation is an eligible nonprofit community-based organization under Section VI of the NOFO. All program activities, beneficiaries, partners, and disbursements are located in Grenada County, Mississippi — a rural county of approximately 21,300 residents, meeting Mississippi’s definition of rural. The Foundation’s administrative office is in Fairfax, Virginia; consistent with CMS guidance and Section VI, physical location is not a bar to eligibility where the applicant demonstrates meaningful benefit to rural Mississippi residents, which this program does exclusively. The Foundation will complete any Mississippi registration required of it before a subaward agreement is executed, and is prepared to proceed with a Mississippi-domiciled lead applicant if the State requires one. See Section 7.3 for the full basis of eligibility.
2. Initiative Alignment: The proposed project aligns with the Secondary Education Medical Career Outreach Initiative (Section IV.B of the NOFO), incorporating dual enrollment healthcare programs, student tuition assistance, healthcare pathway development, and career coaching, in collaboration with K-12 schools, a community college, and community-based organizations.
3. Separate Budget and Scope of Work: The Foundation is applying under one initiative category only (Secondary Education Medical Career Outreach Initiative). A single integrated budget and scope of work are provided in this application.
4. Mississippi Statewide Health Information Exchange (HIE): Yes. The Marie Maxey Foundation commits to supporting the Mississippi Statewide Health Information Exchange and will cooperate with any reporting, data-sharing, or awareness requirements AccelerateMS specifies for subrecipients.
5. Performance Period and Operational Independence: The Foundation understands that all activities must be completed within the approved performance period (through July 31, 2027) and that the proposed program is designed to operate independently if future RHTP/WEI funding is unavailable, as described in the Sustainability Plan (Section 9).

CONTACT INFORMATION
Michael Maxey, Executive Director
Marie Maxey Foundation  |  Fairfax, Virginia  |  www.maxeys.org
michael@maxeys.org  |  EIN: 83-1473076  |  IRS-certified 501(c)(3) Nonprofit

"Somewhere inside all of us is the power to change the world."

[image: ]Submission Note: This application will be submitted through the State-designated grant management system at apply.mississippirhtp.com by August 17, 2026, at 5:00 pm CST, and will include all required forms, certifications, this budget narrative, and supporting documentation, including letters of support from Holmes Community College, Grenada High School, and Kirk Academy.
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MMF awards grads $10K in scholarships

By ADAM PRESTRIDGE
Publisher

Graduates from both Kirk Academy and Grenada
High School received an extra boost in tuition last
week during a special ceremony held at Grenada
City Hall.

The Marie Maxey Foundation awarded 10 scholar-
ships valued at $1.000 each to graduating high school
seniors from both the private and public high schools
during the awards ceremony that was held at 11 a.m.
on May 12

“These scholarships honor individuals whose lives
embodied service and dedication to their commu-
" MMF Executive Director Michael Maxey said.

Grenada Mayor Charles H. Latham and Ci
Manager Dr. Trina George, along with dozens of
family members and educators, joined Maxey for the
special event celebrating the academic successes of
the graduates.

“We are so proud of these young leaders,” Maxey 5 4 S
continued. “Each of them represents the spirit of Photo by Chuck Ha\hmk@mgg Emmerich Newspapers, Inc.
perseverance, service and excellence that we strive: On hand for the scholarship presentations at City Hall included, front row, from left, Brihanna Simpson, Charlee

Sultan, Kaitlin Willis, Rylee Ryals and Tekenya Walton. Back row, Michael Maxey, Grenada City Manager Dr.
See SCHOLARSHIPS, Page 4A Trina George, Drew Klinck, Tristan Smith, Kyler Pittman, Charley Rose and Mayor Charles H. Latham.
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